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Canal Corridor North
Mayor’s Parlour, Lancaster Town Hall
2.30pm, 19 May 2010

NOTES
In Attendance 

Mark Cullinan, Lancaster City Council (Chair)

Simon Thurley, English Heritage

Henry Owen-John, English Heritage

Richard Wise, Centros

David Lewis, Centros

Andrew Barker, Mitchell’s of Lancaster

Jonathon Barker, Mitchell’s of Lancaster

Heather McManus, Lancaster City Council

Andrew Dobson, Lancaster City Council

Dominique Proto, Lancaster City Council (notes)
Introduction
Mark Cullinan thanked all for attending this meeting which was arranged to discuss the future of the Canal Corridor North (CCN) scheme, further to the Secretary of State’s decision and report.
General Direction
All parties were in agreement that a comprehensive development was needed in Lancaster to meet retail demands and ensure a vibrant city for the future and that the Canal Corridor Site is the most appropriate site.  Any new development must be linked effectively to the existing retail offer within the city centre and be sensitive to the heritage values, significance, infrastructure and culture in the area.
Richard Wise and Andrew Barker confirmed that Centros and Mitchell’s, respectively, were still very keen to continue with a development scheme in Lancaster.
Specifics

Andrew Dobson confirmed that work is continuing on the review of the city centre’s Conservation Areas.  The draft boundaries have been completed and are now in the process of consultation.  This, however, should not deter any discussion on the CCN scheme taking place.  Whilst parts of the site already have conservation area status and further  boundary reviews are ongoing it was agreed that it would be helpful for the initial process if the Canal Corridor North site was treated as if it had conservation area status.
All agreed that time is important in this scheme and what is required is a shared view of the heritage values and significance of the site and its environs in line with PPS 5  This should be completed within 3 months and should be followed by an assessment of the economic drivers for development and connectivity with the city centre. The final stage of the process would be to marry together the heritage values with the economic drivers. As such, a timetable is to be drawn up to map out steps and timescales for the determination of the heritage assets .
General discussion took place regarding the bridge.  Centros believe it is still a key part of the scheme and should be looked at alongside the project.

Meetings of technical teams will be arranged through Andrew Dobson as soon as possible to review the heritage assets within the area.  
Dominique Proto will organise the next meeting of this group for mid/late August to review progress.
All parties will agree a press release regarding discussions on the project as soon as possible.

---Meeting End---
Any queries regarding this meeting, please contact:
Dominique Proto, PA to Corporate Director (Regeneration)

01524 582301 or dproto@lancaster.gov.uk
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